
P R O G R E S S  R E P O R T
June 8, 2022 



Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt launched The Students First
Initiative in March 2022 to empower parents and bring transparency back
to Missouri’s schools. Since the launch of the initiative, parents from across
the state have voiced their concerns to the Missouri Attorney General’s
Office. These concerns range from harmful policies and administrative
overreach to objectionable curriculum. 

The aim of the initiative is to identify and eliminate these objectionable
practices, ensuring that our children receive the best possible education.
Contained in this packet are some examples of objectionable curriculum,
policies and practices already identified by the Students First Initiative and
other research. 
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Teacher training materials in 
Fox C-6 School District | Jefferson County

Teacher training materials in 
Springfield School District | Greene County

Used for an assignment for students 
 School District of Clayton | St. Louis County 

Teacher training materials in 
Springfield School District | Greene County
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A parent from Park Hill Elementary School |
Platte County

“This school posted a picture of their teacher
training on Facebook that was later removed
which states, 'exposing privileged students'."
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A parent from Rockwood | St. Louis County

“Not only, (do they) want an exorbitant amount of money (to fulfil a sunshine request)
for a slide presentation that is already created and should be easily accessible, they’re
clearly instructing teachers to violate the rights of others. Please see the screenshot of
the slide of the 'privilege chart'. It’s clear they’re discriminating against 'protected
classes'.”
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A parent from Warrenton High School | Warren
County

"The class (11th grade AP Language Arts) was instructed
to complete the Race Implicit Association Test (IAT). The
website's own landing page states, 'Note: This site is
designed for adults aged 18 or older.'

This was not district approved curriculum and that the
link was removed.

I was assured disciplinary action would be taken against
the teacher responsible for the assignment, and the
curriculum for this class will be reviewed regularly going
forward."
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What we've heard from parents... 
A parent from Liberty School District |Clay County

"My son had his Bible at school and was reciting
John 3:16 before school and was punished with a
10 day OSS suspension as he was told his actions
were harassing to non-believers. 

Today there are protests at the high schools… How is it
they can have these protests that are disruptive
between class periods and my son can’t recite one Bible
verse before school? Another student was suspended
for shouting 'God is good'. My son has constitutional
rights that have been violated and I have been trying to
work with the school district… I am getting nowhere. Is
there anyone who is willing to stand up for the rights of
our students?”

A parent from Niangua R-V School District | Webster County

"We used to have a portion of the school board
meeting that was open to public comment. We
have a new superintendent, and under him, there is no
open comment session. If you wish to address the
school board, you have to meet with the
superintendent privately. He will assess your
comment to determine whether or not it should go
before the school board. (This) does not engender trust
or open communication.

In addition to this, while board meetings are on the
district calendar, they are not announced and parents
are not actively encouraged to attend. 

I would sure like to see more transparency and
partnership with the community.”
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What we've heard from parents... 
A parent from Wentzville  School District| St. Charles
County 

“(A) teacher gave my 4th grader a bunch of political
propaganda before the General Election in 2020. It
was an Anti-Trump smear campaign. 

The smear campaign included attempts to normalize
illegal immigrants and claimed that Republicans are
racist jerks that don't care about "the people" and
ignore the climate and pandemic "science".

Wentzville School District regularly spends hundreds of
thousands of dollars each year on professional
development workshops, training materials and books
that feature "equity" woke firms such as Core
Collaborative and the Southern Poverty Law Center.

They continue to push CRT propaganda down the
kids' throats.”

A parent from Nixa School District | Christian County

“Teaching kids about sex and identities is NOT
appropriate. Can we just teach young children to raise
their hand in class, not pee in their pants, how to share
and play nice, tie their shoes, know which foot is left
and right, and how to read and do a little math? Is that
too much to ask? Let them be kids!!”

A parent from Wentzville School District | St. Charles
County

“I do not want Wentzville School District teachers talking
to my kids about sexuality, sexual identity, gender
identity, etc. That is MY place as a parent, not the
schools job. They need to focus on educating the core
subjects and increasing academic proficiency.” 
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Survey used in 8th Grade History | Rockwood | St. Louis County

“Parents became concerned when their 8th graders took a survey with questions on race and sexual orientation. Kids
as young as 13 years old answered these questions.”
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Teacher Training  | Rockwood | St. Louis County
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Teacher Training | Eureka High School 

Deal “directly with racism, sexism and homophobia” in their science and math classes. 
Challenges teachers to think of ways to “infuse issues of social justice” into class.
“Use stop and frisk statistics” in math problems

Included were suggestions to: 

From parent: 
“Note: CRT in this case stands for Culturally Relevant Teaching, as opposed to Critical Race Theory. But, the topic matter and messages are
similar.”
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A parent from Wentzville School District | St. Charles County

“My son was made to do a privilege walk in his US History class. The children
were taken to the common area of the school and told to line up side by side
and close their eyes. His teacher then read aloud 30 questions. Several student
chose not to participate. My son felt he had no choice but to participate
because he is trying to maintain his grade in the class. He told me after school
that it was embarrassing and very inappropriate. At the end of the walk my
son’s best friend opened his eyes and saw that he was in front of group and
said, “wow, I feel privileged.” The teacher responded to him with “yes, because
you’re a white male.”

I feel like this is definitely CRT and has no place in our school. All this does is
divide our children.”
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If one or both of your parents graduated from college, take one
step forward.
If you ever attended a private school or a summer camps
growing up, take one step forward.
If you were told by your parents that you were beautiful, smart,
or successful, take one step forward.
If you have immediate family members who are doctors, lawyers,
or work in any degree-required profession, take one step
forward.
If you studied the history and culture of your ethnic ancestors in
elementary and secondary school, take one step forward.
If you grew up with people of color or working class people who
were servants, maids, gardeners, or babysitters in your home,
take one step forward.
If you or your family never had to move due to financial
inabilities, take one step forward.
If you almost always see members of your race, sexual
orientation, religion, and class widely represented on television,
in the newspaper, and the media in a positive manner, take one
step forward.
If you were to walk into a business and asked to speak to the
person “in charge” you will see a person of your race, take one
step forward.
If you almost always feel comfortable with people knowing your
sexual orientation, take one step forward.
 If you feel certain that you will not be followed, harassed, or
watched under close surveillance while shopping, take one step
forward.

STEPPING FORWARD
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If you are going to be the first person in your immediate family
to graduate from college, take one step back.
If you were ever discouraged from any personal goal or dream
because of your race, socioeconomic class, gender, sexual
orientation, or physical/learning disability, take one step back.
If you have ever been called names regarding your race,
socioeconomic class, gender, sexual orientation, or
physical/learning disability and felt uncomfortable, take one step
back.
If you or someone you know has ever been mistrusted or
accused of lying, stealing, or cheating without sufficient
evidence, take one step back.
If you were ashamed or embarrassed of your clothes, house, or
car and wished to change it to avoid being judged or teased,
take one step back.
If you have ever been hesitant to speak to avoid being ridiculed
because of your accent or speech impediment, take one step
back.
If you never worry about crime, drugs, rape, or any other
violence threats in your neighborhood, take one step forward.
If you have ever skipped a meal or went away from a meal
hungry because there was not enough money to buy food, take
one back.
If anyone in your immediate family has ever served time in a
state or federal penitentiary, take one step back.
If anyone in your immediate family has ever been addicted to
drugs or alcohol, take one step back.

STEPPING BACK



Student Assignment | Fox C-6

Students were required to provide their results to the teacher, making them
aware of where each student falls on the political spectrum.
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A parent from Francis Howell Central 

“This is a photo of a few of the questions on a
survey given to students at Francis Howell
Central High School. Both my Senior and
Freshman students got this survey. This needs
to end NOW!”
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